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Hon Alanna Clohesy; Hon Donna Faragher 

FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — STATE AND NATIONAL 
PREVENTION STRATEGIES — OUR WATCH 

502. Hon ALANNA CLOHESY to the minister representing the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to recent reports that the Western Australian government refuses to sign up to the Our Watch national 
domestic violence prevention strategy. 
(1) Does the state domestic violence strategy include all the prevention measures that are contained in the 

national Our Watch strategy? 
(2) Does the minister agree that national consistency is a key to changing the culture that leaves many 

women and children in abusive relationships? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. 
(1) The Western Australian state government supports Our Watch. The Department for Child Protection 

and Family Support was a member of the advisory group that oversaw the development of the primary 
prevention framework Change the Story. The Western Australian Family and Domestic Violence 
Prevention Strategy to 2022 is aligned to Australia’s National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women 
and their Children 2010–2022. To support implementation of the strategy, the Freedom from Fear 
action plan was released in 2015. A key action in Freedom from Fear is to promote understanding and 
awareness about family and domestic violence. The action plan strongly aligns to the work of 
Our Watch and includes the state’s commitment of $1.6 million to a national community education 
campaign that is focused on preventing violence against women and their children. 

(2) Addressing family and domestic violence requires a multifaceted approach, and responding must be 
a shared responsibility across all levels of government, the community services sector and the 
community. Upon its release, the implementation plan for Change the Story will be considered and, 
where relevant, aligned to state strategic planning for family and domestic violence in 
Western Australia. 
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